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' THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR ' 
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT 



. PREFACE 



The purposeC 0/ -this foi^th report on the Illinois Fall 1979 Transfer Study 
is to desdribe and '^m^yze .third and fourth year persistence and achievement 
statewide. The ^study be^ in the Fall of 1979 with 10,015 students who 
transferred from 39 Illinois public two-year college districts and Four 
. private two-y«ur colleges to 42 Illinois senior colleges and Jiniverslties and 

/ has/^tinued for five years following transfer. Three- previous reports on 
the study have been published. » Report 1,- Mobility Patterns and gre-traffisfer 
Characteristics , issued February, 1982, reported on the initial phasef of the 
study, the design, the colleges involved, and the pre-transfer characteristics 
of the students. Rejaort 2, First Year Persistence and Achiev«nenjt , 1 Issued 

• August, 1982, analyzed the progress toward baccalaureate degree completioh by 
the Fall 1979 transfer stwlents -during the^ first year followir^ transfer 
(Fiscal Year 1980). Report 3, Second Year Persistence and Achievement, issued 
December, 1982, analyzed data ftom the second year following transfer (Fiscal 
Year 1981). ' • • ^ , , , 

Following the second year after transfer, two senior colleges decided to- 
discontinue their participation in the study. This eliminated 258 students 
. from the original 10,015 reducing the number, to 9,757 students *hose academic 
progress is to be followed for five years. This fourth teport presents the 
retabulated 'data on these 9,757 students for t^ie first two years as well as 
analyzes the progress of these students during the^ third and fourth years 
after transfer. Spr^ term 1983 does not include data for Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale or Rosary College. These data which arrived too. late 
for inclusion in this report wJLll be included in the fifth and final report. 
This fifth report, containing more indepth aMialyses of the five-year study, 
will be avail^le when »^yses are awpleted. the final report will continue 
to review the results by pre-triBisfer degree type since evaluation of transfet 
decree ^jrograms at two-yea^ colleges must focus on how well students perform 
after transferring. However, examination- of the data will not 6e limited to 
. this focus but. will examine In ctetail characteristics of those wf» completed 
b^2H:alaux;jeate degrees. - . - 

As with any longitudinal, study, a few ctesiyi and data problems exist. The 
study is limited to students who transferr«j to Illinois colics. It follows 
the stud^t Isniy at the institution of initial transfer. These limitatiofw cto 
not enable this study to accouit for all studisnts who transf A from a 
community college to a four-year college or university- or* to detranine the 
total percentage of trsttisfer students" »^ eventually complete a baxalaureate 
degree. In spite of these limitations, results frpm the stujjy already can btf 
drawn at the end of the fourth year asid moreT will become apparent following 
more indepth analyses for the five-year study. 

The staff of the Illinois Community College Board appreciate the 

continuing support of the participating institutions in* suw)lying data for the 

study. ' * . . 

I • 



Virginia K. McMillan 
Associate Director for Research 



ERIC 



11 



THIRD WD rajRTH YEAR* 
PeRSXSTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT 



HicM-i»frs 



This Fourth Report of the 1979 Transfer Study ^alyzes the f»rsistence and 
achievement coring the third and fourth years after transfer — academic yeays 
1981-82 and 1982-83— of 9,757 students who transferred from Illinois ,two-/ear 
colleges to tllipols senior institutions in the Fall of '1979. Several of the 
trends obsep^ed during the first two years. of the study persist into the third 
and fourth years.. Post- transfer persistence Qn6 achievement c(»itlnued *to vary 
wording to the- students' pre-transfer degree status. Specifically, the 
report .finds that for: 



Associate in Arts/Associate, in Science Degree Recipients: 
— Third Year, 



. 7 



- 60 percent completed the Spring 1982 term (or earned their baccalaureate 
degrees prior to it); ' 

- 32 percent earned their baccalaureajbe degrees the, end of the third 
year; . ^ 

- the Spring 1982 terra GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.95; 

Fourth Year, ^ . 

- 62 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate 
degrees pilot to it); 

- 59 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees 6y the end of the fourth 
-year; * ' \ 

the Spring 1983 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.92. 



Associate in Applied Science Degree Recipients: 
— Third Year, 



- 46 percent completed the Spring 1982 term "(or earr^ their baccalaureate 
degrees prior to it); \ * 

*- 36 percent earned their baccal^jreate (Agrees by the end of the third 
year; 

- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.88; 



Fourth Year, 



- 49 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate 
degrees prior to it); * ( 

- 43 percent earned their baxalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth 
year; 

- the Spring 1983 term GPA for,^:hose enrolled that term was 2.83. 
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.THIRD W FOUrm YEAR 
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEM^ 



/- 



Transfer students^ who had not earned an associate ctegree: 

* * 

— Third Year, * . 

J 43 percent' completed the Spring 1982 term (or eame^i their baccalaureate 
' degrees prior to it);, . 

- 26 percent earned their baccalaurfeate degrees by the end of the third 

• year; . ' * ' 

-'the Spring J.982 tetm CPA for those enroUed that term was 2.85; 

Fourth Year, ' 

- 44 percent comoleted the Spring 19815 term (or earned their baccalaureate ^ 
degrees jp.rior to it); ' • 

- 38 percent* earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the. fourth 
year; - 

- the Spring 198>term GPA for tfKtse enrolled that term'«[as 2.63. 



All Fall 1979 Transfer Students; 

— Third Year, ' 

- 50 percent completed the ^ring 1982 term (or earned their baccalaureate 
degrees prior, to it); 

- 35, percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of th^ third 
year; 

- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.87; 

— Fourth Year, / * 

^ ■ ■ 

- 50 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalauteate 
degrees prior to it); 

- 45 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth 
year; , . . - 

• - the Spring 1983 term (SPA for those enrolled that term was 2.79. 
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THIRa AND FOURTH YEAR 
PERSISTBN(£ AND ACHIEVEMENT 



) 



INTR00UCTIC3N 



The Fall 1979 Transfer Study Report 3; Second Year Persistence ar>d 
Achievefflent found that .trends observed, during the first year after transfer 
continuedl in the second year. Persisjtence and .achievement' continued to vary 
according \to the students' pre-^ transfer degree status, v 



Students receiving Associate in Arts anB Associate in Science' (AA/AS) 
degrees designed to- transfer to a senior college or university » ^performed 
better aftar ..transfer than did students with Associate in Applied Science 
(non-«transfdr]y degrees and those who transferred without receiving a degree 
from a two-year college. Retention and baccalaureate degree 'completion, as 
«ell as ^mearty cumulative . grade point dvef a^ (GPAH were all hi^r for the 
transfer 'degrm students. 

The As^iate in Appli^ Science (AAS) degree recipients had the* second 
highest bai&calaiSffeate degree completion rate at the end of the second year. 
Ho¥«ver, this group's two-year retention rate was similar to the non-^degreed 
student group. 

The norvdegreed students had the lowest GPA during thQ first two years and 
thp lowest baccalaureate degree completion rate at the end of the second year. 

This report will\examine the progress of the Fall 1979 transfer students 
during the third and tcHirth yearl (Fiscal Years 1982 fivid 1983). Because two 
of the senior institutions withdrew from the study and did not submit data for 
t}ie^ two years, t|ie. fitst &nci second years* data have been reanalyzed and are 
presented in this report so that data for the first, four years of the stxxfy^ 
will be based on an identical dat^se. Data will be presented in two 
sections: persistence ar« baccalaureate degree completion rates and, then, 
achievement as measured by Wade point aver^. 

PERSISTENCe\^ baccalaureate CQMPLETIW4 RATES 

* Jn general, trends in the variati^ in .persistence rates that* were 
established in the first two ye^rs of the $tudy continued through the next two 
years. Table 1 shdws the number \of, students wN) completed the fall and ^ring 
terois, the number^ who. graduated \in siAnmer/ fall/winter aad spring terms,- and 
the cumulative number of graduate^ for each of the first four years of the 
study. Students who had received *AA/AS degrees "prior to Fall 1979 enrollment 
In an Illinois senior college or university have consistently had the hi^^t 
persistence rates as measured by the percentage of students who wer6 still 
enrolled or who had graduated. Persistence rates of AA/AS degree students for 
the first four years of the study were 84', 72, 60, and 62 percent, 
respectively. .Pei^sistence rates for \ AAS degree stuc^ts for the same time 
period were >4, 58, 46,- and 49 percent, reflectively. The group of students 
whp had not complete a degree . before transferring experienced persistence 
rates of 78 , 58 , 43, and 44 percent for the four-year period. Wiile 
persistence rates for students who had received AAS degrees and for those who 
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Qonpleted 
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THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR 
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT 



had transferred withwjf a degree were the same during the second year of the 
study, differenpes occurred during the third and fourth years. At the end of 
the fourth year, a five percental point spread occurrfed between the tatter 
two groi47S. 

t 

Examination^ of persistence rates indicates that rates for all three 
pre-transfer degree type groups experienced increases between the third and 
fourth years. This increase indicates that some of the students who had not 
been enrolled at the end of the third year, re-enrolled during the foi^rth' 
year. The final report of the study will contain an analysis of enrollment 
patterns. • . . . , > 

The number of students earning baccalaureate degrees from the institution^ 
to which they transferred also continued to differ for the three pre-transfer 
'degree type groups during the third and fourth years pf the study. At the end 
of the third year, the AA/AS degree group once again had the highest 
baccalaureate completicn rate with 52 percent of the students in that group 
having received baccalaureate degrees during the first three years of the 
study. ^ By the end of the fousth year, the baccalaureate completion rate had 
risen to 59 percent for this group of stuttents^. In comparison, 36 percent of 
the AAS degree students had earned baccalaureate degrees by the end of the 
third year and 43 percent by the end of the fourth ^ear. Cumulative 
graduatidn rates for the pre-transfer, noh-degreed stuctents were 26 and 38 
percent for the* third and fourth years. The third and fourth year graduation 
rates for all students were 35 M 45 percent, respectively. 

Table 2 on the next three, pages shows the age, sex, and progi;aiit of 
baccalaureate degree ' graduates for each of the thr^ pre-transfer degree 
groups for the first four years of the study. iBy. the end of the fourth year*, 
77 percent of the AA/AS degree, S9 percent of the AAS clegree, and 72 percent 
of the non-degreed transfer students who had earned baccalaureate decrees were 
less than 26 year^ of age. Overall; 74 percent were less than 26 years of. age 
whiie.22 percent were older than the traditional college-age pof^ilation at the 
time they received their baccalaureate .degrees. (The remai/ilng four percent 
(Alined to indicate their ages.) For the first two years of ttie study th^ 
distribution of male and female baccalaureate degree completers was* even, 
reflecting^ the original, distritxttion of the stijdy pc^lation. However, 
cumulative numbers for the third and fourth years s^ slightly more females 
receiving degrees. . • ■ ► ' 

Trends established after the second year of the study continued for years 
three and four in the areas of program ^completion. The largest percentage of. 
AA/AS ttegree recipients - and non-degreed transfer students received their ' 
baccalaureate degrees in business fields. Social and 6ehavioral science 
baccalauireate degrees were the most popular among the group of students who 
had AAS pre-tra\sfer degrees. Overall, 26 percent of the 1979 tr^sfer 
students who earned their baccalaureate degrees within four years after 
transfer completed in business programs and 16 percent graduated in either 
education or social and behavioral science progrsns. 
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Table 3 shows changes in prograins of enroXlMeht between FaXl 1979 and each 
subsequent fall teim for each of the three pre-tr»isfer degree types. Each 
fall ter» reflects the changes for only those students who were still enrolled 
for that particular term. The percentage of those wHa had changed their 
program of enrolltiient Increased each fall frooi ei^ht pex;cent in the Fall 1980 
to 34 percent in- the Fall 1982 for AA/AS (tegrise sUtdents; from 10 to 34 
percent for AAS degree students: and fron 20 to 38 percent for nonrd^reed 
trmfer ^students. Overall, of the^l,319 transfer students still enrolled in 
the fall tern during the fourth yte^ of the 8f|idy,«37 percent {^'changed, 
their program of enrollsent ftom their original Ispolgpntai choice in Fall 1979. 
The fielcte with the highest percent of chan^ were General Liberal Arts and 
Arts and Humanities. 

In suimary, as was the case at the end of the second year after transfer, 
AA/AS degree recipients had a higher persistence rate ^ and a higher 
baccalaureate degree completion rate at the end of the fourth year- after 
transfer th^ had AAS degree recipi&its ar^ noxtogrecKJ tra^tsfer stiKisnts. 
Rates for AAS degree recipients tend to be slightly higher in both persistence 
and baccalaureate degree completion than those fot non-degreed transfer 
students. • ' " ' 
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V 

amoES w miom^ CP emipemi pmj. 1979 through fall i982 
AA/AS (Trarafar) Osgree 



.1 M/AS I 



now xp 



now 



UndBClarodAJnknOMi/ImUld ' 



Sclanca tm mth 
(04, a7, 17^ 19) 



Business (09) 



Ecftjcatlon (06), 
Engineering (09) 



Atts/KMnlUes 
(10, U, 13, 7J) 

Health (12) 



Soclal/Sonevliml Sclenc* 
(U, 20, 21, iZ} 

Genersl Liberal Arts (499 



Tecmologlss (9a<39) 
Othar Hegls 



33.tite 

(S2) 

(169) 

96.3S 
(613) 

.93.70 
(338) 

• 96.43 
(136) 

92.43 

(171) 

90.24* 
(74) 

94.12 
(288) 

73.17 
(30) 

72.73 
(8) 

93.92 
(188) 



46.401 
(43) 

17.16 
<33) 

3.43 

(22) 

4.30 
(16) 

3.33 
(3) 

7.57 
(14) 

9.76 
(8) 

3.88 
(18) 

26.83 
(U) 

27.27 
(3) 

4.08 
(8). 



30.671 


6?.33« , 


13.33« 


a6.67« 


• (23) 


(32) 


<♦> 


• (26) 


90.67 


9.33 


66.67 


• 33.33 


(68) 


(7) 


(20) 


(10) 


86.63 


•13.37 


80.3f 


19.61 


. (162) 

■ 


(23) 


. (41) 


(10) 


.89.80 


10.^' 


83.33 


16.^ 


(132) 


(13) 


(23) 


(3> 


96.77 


3.23 


90.91 


9.09 


(30) 


(1) 


(10) 


(1) 


82.72 


17.28 


53.17 * 




(67) 


(14) 


.(X»K 


(U) 


73.33 


26.67 


68.'73 


31.29 


(22) 




(11) 


(5) 


84.00 


16.00 ' 


68.73 


34.29 


(63) 


(12) 


(22) ^ 


(10) 


38.33 


41.67 


63.64 


36.56 


(14) 


(20) 




(4) 


30.00 


^30.00 


QO.OO 


00.00 


(1) 


(1) 


(0) 


(0) 


88.37 


11.63 


91-67 


•.33 


(38) 


(5) 


(U) 


(I) 



TOTAL 



S .91.8A 8.14S 
(M) /^(2089) (185) 




66.27S 
(167) 



39.73X 
(83) 
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engineering COSO 
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HMitli OD 



Seci«l/fi««ylonl Scleao 
6Mal Utetal Arit (49) 



HKtawloflae (90<^99) 
I 



(13) 

07.10 

(27) 

tr.w 

(7M 

99.39 

(41) 

92.as. 

(39) 

n.so 

(7) 

fi.«» 

(31) 

As* 90 

(71) 

11.33 

(15) 



(S) 
93.88 




33.33 
(3) 

100.00 
(i) 



33.33 
(1) 



TBTAi. 



% 

(H) 



90.0Qk 
^30) 



lO.OQi 

(41) 



66.23% 
(^} 
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Tfltils 7 

OF emXJJ&Ti FULL W9 THOJOl FAJ. 1982 



fl»0sgr8S 




Stayod 


fW^VI Ml 


25.40 


73.a 


.(47) 


(131) 




30.99 


(58) 


(26) 


73.00 


27.00 


(14<) 


(54) 


9(1.19 


19.«1 


(82) 


(20) 


79.T7 


20.63 


<50) 


. (D) 


7<.«7 


23.33 


<46) 


(U) 


82.81 


17.19. 


(33) 


(11) • 


619.23 


30.77' 


(54) 


(3«) 


28.93 


7i.es 


(22) 


(54) 


33.33 


M.67 


(4) 


(8) 


72.37 


27.63 


(55) 


(21) 



undecOastd/UNoKwn/Imalld 



(04, 07, 17, 19) 

■uslness (05) 



Etticatlfln (08) 
Ehglrwering (09) 



Mts/Hwanitlos 

(10^ .11, 15, 23) 

HB«ith (12) 



Softial/aehavlnnl Selene* 
(14, 20, 21, 22) 

<tei0tal Utem Arts (49) 
tfidmologlas (50^95) 



0th^rH*9i9 



99.33 
(124) 

83.87 

•(32)V 

93«4S 
(328) 



TOTAL 



(N) 



80.47X 

(3124) 



19.53K 
(738) 



62.13S 
(617) 



37.87« 
(376) 
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THIRD AMD FOURTH YEAR 
PERSISHaCE AND ACHZEVDCNT 



f 



ACHIEVEMENT 



As reported in Reports 2 and 3 of the study, achieveisent, measured by 
earned GPA (^urlng the first two years after transfer, \foUo«fed a trend of 
gradual increase following a first-term drop^ from the pre-transfer GPA. This 
trend "changed during the third year following transfer with CPAs continuing to • 
increase, leveling off, or decreasing depending on« the groip. Students 
enrolled in^ the term of the fourth year had lower CPAs than students who 
hadoteeen erettlias in the previous two years. A large nunbcfr of students had 
graduated or withdrawn prior to the Fall 1982 term. Thus, the Pall 1982 
enrollments reflect a subset o^ the studehts from prior terms. TabQ^e 4 
reports the mean GPAs and stanc&rd deviations (SO) for each fall and. spring 
term for all three pre-trwfer degree type categories. Mean GPAs for the^ 
AA/AS degree group ««re consistently higher than the other two pre-transfer 
degree type groups de^ite decreasing nunters in all three groups. 



Table 4 

MEAN GPA EACH TERM Bf PRE-TRANSFER £ECXE STATUS 









.Pre-Tr|mfer Pre^ransf'er 
Degree S^tus Mean SD ~ 


Fall 197^ Spring 1980 
Itean . SO Mw SD 


Tall \m Spring im 
Mean SO Mean SD 


AA/AS 3.04* 0.53 
(N) (3048) 

AAS 3.02 0.51 
(N) (669) 

No Degree - 2.87 0.62 
V (N) (6040) 


T^f^-^.TS 2.85, 0.80 
(2860) (2546) 

.2.64 0.84 2.74 0.77 
(616) (495) 

2.53 0.B6 2.63 0.81 
(5582) (4716) 


2.91 0.74 3.03 0.71 
s(2274) (2083) 

\s2 0.74^ 2.95 0.74 
(4ll«L_ (364) 

2.70 0.78 2.81 0.77 
(3882) (3«>2) 





rificAL i 


EAR 1982 




Pre-Transfer 


Pall im 


Spring 1982 


Fall 1982 


Spring 1983 


Deoree Status 


Mean SB 


Mean SO 


Mean SD 


Mean ^ 


AA/AS 


2.96 Q.77 


2.95 0.78 


2.80 0.92 


2.92 0.90 


(N) 


(770) 


(451) 


(252) 


(147) 


AAS' 


2,79 0.76 


2.88 0.82 


2.76 0.90 


2.83 0.96 


(N) 


(170) 


(112) 


(74) 


(49) 


No Degree 


2.79 O-TT* 


2.85 0.76 


2.70 0.81 


2.S 0.97 


(N) 


(1872) 


(1456) 


(993) 


^74) 
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THIRD H^FOURXH YEAR 
PERSISTENCE AhO ACHIEVEMENT 



Table 5 shows post-transfer' adhi&/6mesit in tetms of the percentages of 
those students receiving grades within each group who eamd at least a "C" 

. average (2.00 GPA) mid at least a "B" average (5.00 GR\) each term after 
transfer. During the first two years after transfer, a higher percentage of 
those students who had received 'degrees prior to transfer received at least a 
"C* average. JDutin§ the third and fourth years, there is l^tle difference in 
the percentage of each gproup 'that received at least a "C average. The 

• percent^es of those receiving at least a "6** average continued the trends 
established during the first after' transfer. Those stuctents i*ith 

pre-transfer degrees^either AA/AS (transfer) or AAS (non«transfcr)) did 
better acadeoiically' than ^ group of students who transferred without 
receiving a pre-transfer degree. 



Table 5 

PERCENTAGE OF GRADES f^jECEIVEO EACH TERM AT "C** OR BETTER AND 
AT *^ OR BETTER BY PfC-TRANSFER DEGRE E 



" Pre-Trans7S 
V Deqree Status 



TSSETySrT^ 



FISCAL YEAR 1981 



FISCAL 



Spring 
1980 



TUT 
1960 



Spring 
1981 



Tall Spring 
1982 1983 



1979 



Fair 
1981 



1^^ 



AA/AS 

or better 
"B" or better 

AAS 

't:* or better 
"B" or better 

No Degree 

"C" or better 
"B** or better 



8311 
43K 



SOX 
42X 



76X 
35X 



89X 
49X 



86X 
48X 



81X 
39X 



9ax 

54X 



SOX 



84X 
41X 



59X 



53X 



87X 
49X 



87% 

55% 



89X 

54X 



87X 
4^ 



^7X 
56X 



86X 



88X 
49X 



SIX 
51X 



'S4X 
49X 



S3X 
41X 



57% 



7891 
49X 



84X 
49X 



Because measures of achievesent, such as mean GPA and percentage of 
stunts earning specific GPAs, can be influbiced by the withdrawal of 
students with lower CPAs or the graduation of students with higher CPAs, Table 
6 shows the trends for' three other groups— those itfio were enrolled Spring 
1983, those who weure not enrolled that term and those who graduated prior to 
the Spring 1983 tfefti. / 
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THim) AND FOURTH YEAR 
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT 



OOK'ARISaN OF MEAN CRM FOR SPRING. 19«l 

NON-emoLiss, mi prior gracuates 



Spring UD 




n*-T)ransfer 


cm 






CM 




Gnroliad ^ 




3.f0 


• 2.56* . 


2.f7 




2.7J 


2.'»9. 




(N) 




(770) 


(989) ' 


(4ff») 


(MD) 


C77D> . 






2.II 




2.44 


2.S2 


2.4^ 


> 




(N) 


(490%) 


^(490^) 

« 


(W») 


(622) 


(Ml) 




PrlM* QcaduBfeM 




9.0i 




2.W • 


2.99 


3.09 






(M) 


(4011) 


^4afS)' 


(4^) 

L 


(2«») 


(644) 





Trends observed early in - the study continue to te observed for those 
students who are still enrolled, as well as for those who graduated prior to 
Spring 1983. Following an initial drop in GPA for the first term following 
transfer, a gradual increase in wiean GPA occurred. While the sane (»ttern is 
observed for the first* three years for the students who were' no longer 
enrolled, the increase in mean GPA vas npt as large and did not continue on 
into the fourth year. Students tmsi graduated prior to S^xfng 1983 h^jd the 
hig^t CPAs each term. The students who w&n no longer enrolted and had not 
graduated by the Spring 1983 term consistently had the lon^sr CPAs. Thus, 
while the stud»its were no longer enrollol h«l, as a grouPt .eiqierienced 
slight increasds^in GPA, CPAs remained below that of students who were 

still enrolled or who had. gr ad iated. These trends in achievement as measured 
by GPA reflect the pre-tran^er GPA status of each of these groups. 

In summary, during the thi^ and fourth years following transfer, students 
who had earned AA/AS degtees^ befcre transferring, continued to earn higher 
grades after transfer vlhoi did the AAS 0egr^ recipients or non-degreed 
transfer students. Students who graduated during the first four years after 
transferring received higher grac^ as a' group th^ those who were still 
enrolled after four years. The students who were still enrolled earned hi^r 
grades than the students , who were no longer enrolled. A f»ttem of gradual 
incrc^ in GRA for both students who were still enrolled at the end of the 
fourth year and for previous gr«^tes is observed. This same pattern is not 
observed for stud^ts who were no lon^r enrolled during the Soring 1983 term. 



.USIONS 



Examination of the progress of Fall 1979 transfer stuctents (kaing their 
third and fourth years following transfer reveals that, in general, the trends 
that were observed during the first two y^rs of the study continued throi^ 
the third and fourth y^s. Post-transfer persistence and achievement 
continued to vary according to the students' pre-transfer degree status. In 
fact, for some measures the variation became more accentuated. 
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THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR 
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVSCNT 



AA/AS degree recipients, as a grcxqj, continued to perform better af^er 
transfer on 'all measures than the AAS degree and non-degreed transfer 
students. They had a higher 'persist&ice rate, i higher baccalaureate 
completion rate, and higher academic adiievement as measured by GPA. At the 
end of the fourth ypar, 59 percent of these AA/AS sti^ients i»ho transferred in 

. the Fall 1979 had earned baccalaureate degrees from the college to which they 
had transferred. Almost four percent were still enrolled and had not 

* graduated by the end of the Spring 1983r term. This latter perc^tage could 
fluctuate either up or down during the fifth year %ince there are indications 
that some students have not continuously pursued their baccalaureate degree 
completion ^luring the first four years. 

Throu^out the study, AAS degree recipients, as a group, have had a lower 
cumulative- baccalaureate ^egree completion rate than the AA/AS degree group 
but a higHfer rate than the non-degreed transfer group, ^t is highly unlikely . 
that this trend will change during the last year of the study*. However, since 
approximately six percent of both the AAS and npn-degreed group were stiH^ 
'enrolled but did not graduate during the Spring 1983 term, it is technically^ 
possible for the non-degreed transfer grogp to surpass the AAS griaup in 
baccalaureate completions. , 

Beginning with the third year following transfer, the *trend in the 
percentage of gradiates per term in 'each of the pre-transfer, groups began fo 
change. The non-<tegreed transfer group 'began to have, the highest percentage 
of graduates per term. This ims expected, for the most part, since students 
in the other two groups h«i transferrpd a lar^ number of credit hours and, 
therefore, should have been eligible for baccalaureate degree completion 
sooner than those who had traisf erred with fw degree. However, the cumulative 
degree completion rate for the non-cfegreed group did not increase enough in 
relation to the other groups* rates to close the percent^ difference 
established during the first two years. 

Achievertent as meast^red by GPA also has continued to follow trends set 
doling the first two ySars. AA/AS degree students, as a group, had the 
.hi^rest pre-transfer . GPA and have consistently, maintained that status 
throu^iout the study. Consistent with their pre-transfer GPA status, AAS 
degree students continuMl to have the second highest GPA. 

^During the- first two years of the study mean GPAs experienced a gradual 
increase each term. During the next two years mean GPAs did not continue to 
increase each term but rwvtomly fluctuated from term to term. 

The results obtained thus far from this study show that although only 
three out of ten stuttents transferring from two-year colleges to senior 
institutions in Illinois have completed a two-year associate degree designed 
for transfer (Associate in Arts or Associate in Science), these students were 
very successful in pursuing their baccalaureate degrees at the four-year 
colleges and universities. Preliminary results also Indicate that stuctents 
who made good grades before trensferring continued to mkB good grades at the 
four-year college or university. These students also had a hig^r rate of 
completing the baccalaureate d^^cee. Jhe results the study also show that 
many transfer students continue to be enrolled either on a part-time or;^|M||| 
intermittent basis at the four-year college or University. Therefore, a large^P|F 
number of students continue to be enrolled much longer th»i expected. 
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THIW) AND RXRTH* yEAR • ^ 
. PERSISTENCE M ACHIEVE>0IT . ^ * 

The fiftti and flf^ report will examine in more detail the level of 
performance, ' persistence and b€o:alaureate conpletion over tt)e five-year 
period. Predictive validity of t\«o-yeair college grades ^ programs of study 
by senior college or university programs and student performance will be 
presented. Finally, the relationship between post-transfer achievement -and 
pre-transfer characteristics such as degree earned, credit hours completed and 
program of study will be examined. 



\ ERIC, Clearinghouse for Junior CoUeges 

81 is' Math-Sciences Building 



University of California 

Angeles. Califom^ 90024 ^ 

' APR 12 



-15- 

erJc • ' 25 



